ENROLLED

Regular Session, 2003 nc'l' Nn 952
|

HOUSE BILL NO. 1317

BY REPRESENTATIVES BROOME AND PEY CHAUD AND SENATOR
HOLDEN

AN ACT

Toenact R.S. 17:421.9, relative to public school speech-language pathol ogists
and audiologists; to provide a salary supplement for certain public
school speech-language pathologists and audiologists who have
acquired certification by the American Speech-Language Hearing
Association; to provide conditions and guidelines for receiving the
supplement; to provide limitations; to provide procedures for payment
of such supplement; to provide definitions; to provide for effectiveness,
and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legidlature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 17:421.9 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

8421.9. Supplements to salaries of school speech-language

pathologists and audiologists having certain certificates issued

by the American Speech-Language Hearing Association

A. Effective for the 2003-2004 school year and thereafter, a

full-time school speech-language pathologist or audiologist who holds

a_valid Louisiana credential approved and issued by the state

Department of Education, a license approved and issued by the

Louisiana Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and

Audiology, and a Certificate of Clinical Competence issued by the

American Speech-Language Hearing Association and who is employed
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by a school board to provide or coordinate services to students shall

receive from the school board, in addition to annual salary, an annual

amount of five thousand dollars with such additional amount to be

distributed in the same manner as the annual salary provided the

amount for _such supplement has been appropriated to the state

Department of Education for reimbursement pursuant to Subsection C

of this Section.

B.(1) Any school speech-language pathologist or audiologist

verified to have been awarded the certificate issued by the American

Speech-Language Hearing Association shall be paid the initial

supplement beginning in the school year immediately following the

school year in which the school speech-language pathologist or

audiologist is awarded the certificate provided he submits appropriate

documentation to the employing school board.

(2) The school board shall submit the appropriate documentation

as required by the Department of Education no later than August first

of each vear for verification of the documentation and in order to

receive reimbursement as provided in Subsection C of this Section.

C. Subject to the appropriation of funds for this purpose, the

amount of the salary supplement provided by a school board to a school

speech-language pathologist or audiologist pursuant to the provisions

of this Section shall be reimbursed to the school board annually by the

state Department of Education out of funds appropriated for such

purpose. However, no such reimbursement shall exceed five thousand

dollars per vear per school speech-language patholoqgist or audiologist.

D. In addition to any other requirements of this Section, to

receive the salary supplement provided by this Section for the fall
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school term of the 2003-2004 school year, an otherwise eligible person

shall have been awarded the initia certificate issued by the American

Speech-L anguage Hearing Association before July 1, 2003, and shall

provide such documentation of validity to the school board prior to

September 1, 2003.

E. The sadary supplement of any school speech-language

pathologist or audiologist authorized by this Section shall continue for

aperiod not to exceed the term of the national certificate as determined

by the American Speech-Language Hearing Association, which is a

certificate that is renewed annually. However, such supplement shall

continue in effect without interruption as long as the school speech-

language pathologist or audioloqgist provides to the school board

documentation of certificate renewal by the American Speech-

L anguage Hearing Association.

F.(1) The supplements provided for in this Section shall be

implemented over athree-year period as follows:

(a8) Those who are entitled to a supplement under this Section

in the 2003-2004 school vear shall receive one thousand dollars.

(b) Those who are entitled to a supplement under this Section

in the 2004-2005 school year shall receive two thousand five hundred

dallars.

(c) Those who are entitled to a supplement under this Section

in _the 2005-2006 school vear and thereafter shall receive the

supplement otherwise provided for in this Section.

(2) The provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection for

implementation of payments shall not extend the period of €ligibility to

receive payments.
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G. For the purposes of this Section, "school board" shall mean

the governing authority of any public elementary or secondary schoal.

Section 2. The Department of Education shall not implement the
provisions of this Act, nor shall any person be eligible to receive the benefits
provided under this Act, until full funding to provide for implementation and
payment of all salary supplementsisincluded in an Act of the legislature.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the
governor or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of thetimefor bills
to become law without signature by the governor, as provided in Articlelll,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on

the day following such approval.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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