Academic, Clinical and 
Exam Requirements for the 
Certificate of Clinical Competence (CCC) in Speech-Language Pathology
Effective January 1, 2005, applicants for the ASHA CCC in speech-language pathology must have a master’s or doctoral degree.  Candidates for ASHA certification must have completed the following:

At least 75 semester credit hours completed in a course of study addressing the knowledge and skills pertinent to the field of speech-language pathology
· A course in biological science

· A course in physical science

· A course in social/behavioral sciences

· A course in mathematics

At least 36 graduate semester credit hours that includes academic course work sufficient in depth and breadth to achieve the specified knowledge outcomes
400 clock hours of supervised clinical practicum, to include:
· 25 hours of supervised observation

· 350 hours of direct client/patient contact

· 325 hours at the graduate level

Clinical Fellowship (CF)
After completion of academic course work and clinical practicum, the applicant then must successfully complete a Clinical Fellowship. The Fellowship consists of at least 36 weeks of full-time professional experience or its part time equivalent. The Fellowship must be completed under the supervision of an individual who holds the CCCs in the area for which certification is sought. 

National Examination
The applicant must pass the national examination adopted by ASHA for purposes of certification in speech-language pathology.  The current exam is administered by the Educational Testing Service (ETS) and independently validated on a periodic basis.  The current passing score required is 600.
During their clinical fellowship, each candidate for ASHA’s CCC must undergo and successfully pass a second testing phase. This phase, administered three times during the post gradate fellowship, was designed by Professional Education Services (PES). 
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The PES exam is a higher order exam. It is not a paper-and-pencil test. It requires a supervisor who already has been awarded the CCC to perform an assessment of the candidate’s attainment of critical skills for entry into the profession(s). The PES examination has grading scales for each critical activity associated with speech-language pathology or audiology.  The rating scores for these skills are anchored. This exam has national validity, meaning that the skills which the exam was designed to test are accurately measured and reflect a nationwide standard.   
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